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This module discusses the rewriting and editing processes a manuscript must go through before it is ready for publishing.
Introduction


Finishing the first draft of your manuscript is always a good feeling. Seeing the last full stop, or other punctuation mark, fall on the page, ending what may have been a titanic struggle to meet a publisher's deadline fills the writer with a multitude of emotions. However, unless you are supremely confident in your writing ability, it will be necessary to rewrite and edit the first draft of your prose before it is in a condition where it is suitable for publishing.

There could follow a discussion about semantics concerning the words rewrite and edit, in that they essentially have the same meaning, but I feel that there is a subtle difference between the two when it comes to modifying written work. Rewriting your manuscript involves reading and revising what is still in essence a work in progress. Editing is amending the final draft to add or cut sections from the manuscript to satisfy the publisher/editor.

Rewriting


The rewriting process is adaptable to the writer's own preferences. For example, a writer may like to rewrite each chapter as they go along, wait until a significant section of their story has been written or finish the whole tale and then amend their work. The trick is to find what works for you and then continue to knock the prose into shape. Personally, I prefer to ensure each chapter is how I want it before progressing onto the next one. However you decide to do it, there are other things you can do with the rewriting process to help ensure that what you have written is as good as you can get it. 
Writer's Block


Whilst on the subject of rewrites, it is good to mention the phenomenon of "Writer's Block." To overcome the frustration of when the mind becomes blank and the story is stuck in what seems to be a chasm of empty thoughts, a tip I have come across is to sit at the keyboard and write anything that comes to mind (rather like stream of consciousness). The next day, look back over what you have written and you might just be surprised; the words on the page could well be of Booker Prize quality. On the other hand, you could have written total codswallop, but at least it got you through the mental blockage!  
Constructive Criticism


Family members can be of great help when rewriting your manuscript, especially if they are the age of your target audience. Have them read your work and then give you honest, constructive feedback. "Why did they do that?" "That doesn't sound right." "How did that happen?" It's better that your nearest and dearest pose these questions as they consider your work in progress than the editor with your final draft. My own personal choice was to read each finished chapter to my wife and children and then amend the story after their constructive criticism of my efforts. 

If there are no members of your family nearby, friends and colleagues can be just as helpful at this stage of the development of your prose. Once I had thought I had achieved the final draft of my novel, I gave it to colleagues at work to read and they picked up upon areas that my family and I had overlooked.
First Draft, Second Draft, Third Draft… Final Draft!


Once the first draft is complete, writers may have different habits they follow - some may take a break whilst others may embark on another project. The one thing they have in common is to walk away from the manuscript and allow it to "settle" before revisiting it and conducting a rewrite. It is useful to clear the mind of all thoughts of your novel allowing your brain to take a rest before tackling the task of reading it through and rewriting the sections that may not be just right. Once the rewrite is done, leave it alone and revisit it after a break to determine if it is good enough for the final draft or if it still needs more work. Once satisfied that no more work is required, submit the manuscript to the publisher.  

Editing


Your publisher will assign an editor to peruse your novel and adjust any grammatical errors or question the aspects of your writing that they feel need more work. The writer may feel aggrieved at such intrusion by a third party, but the editor is employed to ensure that the finished product is marketable, so it is wise to listen and act on their critique of your work. Any amendments can usually be handled at the editor's office, but, sometimes, they may request a complete rewrite of a section of the manuscript. If you find yourself in this situation, approach such an exercise in the same way as a rewrite, but stick to a schedule as deadlines will be set by the editor.


Once the editor is satisfied that the final draft is ready, it will not be long before your work is ready to be assessed by the harshest critic of all - Joe Public! However, providing you have done your part and the editor theirs, the end product should be as near perfect as it could possibly be.

Exercise
1)
Consider the rewriting process - what would be the best method for 
you?

2)
Do you have a final draft of a manuscript? 

Is it ready for editing?
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